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Then,came disputes about what had been said, or 


done, or promised; or about the chances of suc- 
cess; and then angry accusations; and then the 
challenge to “fight it out,” urged on by the cry 
of the half drunken lookers on, of ‘‘ that’s right— 
give tt tohim;”’ and then the rush of men and boys 
to the street, some to deal their angry blows, some 
to hold the lights that the combatants might see 
each other, and all to help make a noise.and en- 
courage the actors by their shouts and their dread- 
ful and universal profanity. 
W. And did any of them really fight, Aunt A? 
Aunt A. No, their courage. always evaporated 
when they reached the open air, and there they 
would stand, shaking their fists at each other, and 
disputing and swearing, until some thirsty friend 
proposed terms of peace, and a portion of liquor 
was agreed upon as the price of reconciliation, the 
mediator of course receiving an ample share from 
both parties as his merited reward. Then came 
the shaking of hands, the loud complaints of those 
who were eager to promote the strife, and the still 
louder huzzas of others who preferred the bottle 
to the battle, and then the rush of the whole mul- 
titude into the,aouse to share in the promised treat. 
And by the time this matter was disposed of, an- 
other bottle of wine was called for from the parlor, 
another candidate was reported as gaining the as- 
cendency, and the uproar in the bar-room again 
commenced, and the same disgraceful farce was 
again repeated; and thus passed several tedious 
hours. While we were at supper, the landlady 
. became so impatient with her company, that she 
determined to end the matter by driving the whole 
posse from her premises at once; and arming her- 
self with an old broom she marched into the bar- 
room, and dealt her blows so fearlessly that sever- 
al were glad to retreat, while the others made 
fair promises of good behaviour; which promises 
by the way were very soon forgotten. One of the 
daughters, hearing the loud voice of her mother 
among the mob, and seeing her, as she supposed, 
defending herself from their violence, fainted with 
fright, and was perfectly delirious for some .hours 
after she recovered from her swoon. This you 


may well believe added not a‘ little to the confu-: 


sion of the evening. The chamber we occupied 
was constructed of hewn logs; and though rough 
and naked, they were white washed, and the room 
was clean; but in going to it, we had to pass 
through a room which covered the whole of the 
front part of the house, and which we noticed con- 
tained many beds. We were assured that the 
election would soon be finished, and that when the 
final decision was made known, all the company 
would go home, and the large chamber adjoining 
ours would certainly be unoccupied. We retired 
to bed, but not to sleep or even to rest; for the 
noise continued unabated until two o’clock in the 
morning. Frequently did the old logs shake at 
our bedside, and the whole house trembled with 
the stampings and stumblings of the crazy crew 
below; nor did the decision of the election dis- 
perse all the company, for many of them were too 
drunk to find their way home; and when we pass- 
ed through the large chamber in the morning, we 
saw them and the disgusting consequences of their 
riot, strewed in or around every bed the room con- 
tained. The morning light also showed us two 
rum-selling groceries close at hand. 

J. Did not the widow feel ashamed of her house? 

Aunt A. She endeavored to make an apology, 
and charged but a small compensation for her ac- 
comodation; and she received in return, faithful 
reproof and serious advice. 

J. Well, Aunt A. [ think it is very easy to see 
what made the difference between the two towns 
you have been telling about, for we find that one 
of them had a meetinghouse, and a minister, anda 
temperance society, and a Sabbath School, and a 
desire to benefit the poor; while the other had 
none of these things, but were favored with as 
much intoxicating liquor as they could drink. 

unt A. You are right. And in which of these 
places would any reasonable person choose to 
live? ALicg. 





VARIETY. 
Hearing the Voice of the Shepherd. 
From Rev. Thomas Dale's Sermon, at St. Bride’s Church. 

Now I will tell you when you “ hear the voice” of 
Christ; it is when, just as you are about to do wrong, 
something within stops you, and says, ‘‘ God is look- 
ing at you; forbear to dothis;” you hear ittoo, when 
the time of duty comes round, and something whis- 
pers within you, “ You ought now to do what your 
parents have bidden you: it is now time to read your 
Bible, or to say your prayers, or to prepare your les- 
sons, or to do your duty in that state of life which it 
has pleased God to call youto.” And you “ follow ” 
the good Shepherd, when you do guod and show love 
to those around you; when you curb violent tempers 
or angry passions, because you are afraid of sin; 
when, just as an evil word is trembling on your lips, 
you forbear to utter it; when you come away from 
those, however lively or agreeable they may be, 
whom you know to be wicked children, therefore 
would be dangerous companions; and, above all, you 
follow the good Shepherd, like the lambs of his own 
flock, when you give up that which you want, wish or 
desire, in order that you may give pleasure or do good 
to others. I say, above all; for this is just what 
Christ did; ‘‘ he gave himself for us,” he laid down 
his life for us; and ‘* we ought,” says the apostle 
John, ‘to lay down our lives for the brethren;” and 
if he said that we ought to lay down our lives, we 
ought certainly to try to please those who love us, 
those whom it is our duty (and should be our delight) 
to please in every thing that we do, although to do 
this we must sometimes give up that which would 
please ourselves; but, believe me, my dear children, 
this is a sacrifice, for which you will always, when 
you have made it, be well repaid. 








——< 
Singular and Interesting Occurrence. 


A respectable woman having left her child, an in- 
fant of two years of age, to play about the door till 
she attended to some sell ove duties, went when 
she was disengaged to look for her charge. The ur- 
chin could barely crawl, and she expected to find it 
atthe door. There, however, it was not, and the 
mother, in considerable alarm, called on several of 
the neighbors, to inquire if they had seen her child. 
No one had seen it; and as considerable time had 
now elapsed in making fruitless inquiries, the anxiety 
and tears of the poor woman became proportionally 
augmented. Parents only can judge of her feelings 
when no trace of her child could be found. The 
neighbors kindly assisted in making strict inquisition 
in every well, pig-stye, hen-roost, or out of the way 
corner, for the wandered wean. He was, however, 
nowhere to be found, and as a last recourse, it was 
resolved that the bell should be sent through the town. 
In the meantime the mother in a state bordering on 
distraction, went into her own house to rummage 
every hole and bunker, bed and cupboard. While 
thus employed, one of her sympathizing friends hap- 

ened to cast her eyes to the gable of a neighboring 

ouse, and there, with surprise and horror, discover- 
ed the lost child perched on a ladder, and within a 
few steps of its very top, apparently quite delighted 
with its state of exaltation. A lady endeavored to 
induce the ambitious mite to come down; but no, it 
shook its head and sat fast. She then tried to go up 
the ladder, but half way up her head grew giddy, and 
she was obliged to descend without accomplishing her 
object. The mother was informed by this time that 
the child was found, but her feelings may be more ea- 
sily guessed than described when she saw its danger. 
The ladder was long enough to reach the eaves of the 
three story house, and within four steps of it was her 
child, holding firmly by one of the bars, and looking 
quite complacently on the faces below. With trem- 
bling steps the agitated mother cautiously ascended 
the ladder, but when within arm’s length of her infant, 
and on the point of laying hold of him, he, as if to 
mock the agony of his parent, clanbered up the re- 
maining steps, and straddling across the topmost bar, 
held out his little hands and smiled, as if proud of his 
daring feat. ‘The mother at last folded the object of 
her fears and affections to her fond bosom, and de- 
scended with her precious burden in safety, shedding 
tears of gratitude and breathing a heartfelt prayer to 
that Providence which had so miraculously preserved 
her dear little pet.—Patsley, (England) Advertiser. 


Animal Instinct. 

An ewe had been stolen from a farmer at Jussey, 
in the Haute Saone. The police was informed of 
the theft, but several days ee without any traces 
of the lost sheep. At length it was observed that 
every day, as the flock passed along the village, be- 
tween the farm and the pasture, a lamb stopped at 





the door of a certain cottage, and scraped with its 
fore feet, as if desirous to enter. Thisextraordinary 
recurrence of an equally unusual action excited at- 
tention, and it was at last resolved to explore the 
dwelling which was inhabited by a widow. A search 
was made accordingly, and the lostewe found. The 


lamb, whose instinct led to the discovery, was her 
offspring. 








POETRY. ~ 








Written for the Youth's Companion. 
DIALOGUE. 
TEMPTER. 
‘** Come, sweet smiling youth, will you ramble with me, 
To the place where the Redbreast has built on the tree 
Its beautiful nest? With soft moss it is lined, 
And some pretty blue eggs or young birds we shall find; 
We will take them away—they shall all be for thee, 
Come, say, little boy, will you go there with me? ”* 
Cup. 
That round mossy nest, with labor and care 
Was built by the Redbreast to lay her eggs there, 
And to rear her young brood. Oh how happy is she! 
Just hear her sweet song from the green apple tree, 
*T would be cruel to rob her, and painful to me 
To make her unhappy. 1’l! not go with thee. 
TEMPTER. 
‘* Tomorrow, kind boy, we will go to the street, 
Where playmates so joyous and frolicksome meet, 
We will bound the good ball, or sport with the kite, 
And make ourselves happy from morning till night; 
Or we’ll bathe in the stream where the clear waters flow, 
Or angle for fish,—will you there with me go?”’ 
CuILp. 
Tomorrow is Sabbath, so sacred and sweet; 
I go to God’s house where his worshippers meet; 
And the Sabbath School service I love more than all 
The boys that forsake it, their kite, or their ball, 
The Bible forbids either labor or play, 
And commands to keep holy this most holy day. 
cs TEMPTER. 
** Just over the hill, bending down to our reach, 
Hang the apple, the plum, and the rich mellow peach, 
The sweet purple grape, and the large yellow pear; 
Oh come let us hasten and feast ourselves there; 
No eye can detect us—there’s nothing to fear— 
Why then will you lose them by lingering here?” 
, CuILp. 
To my passions and appetites you would appeal 
To lead me to covet, and learn me to steal. 
But my Father above I obey before you, 
His commandments are kind, and holy, and true. 
Then “ Get thee behind me,’’ and tempt me no more, 
I have read of your name and employment before. 


Dear Saviour! oh keep me from every temptation, 
However employed, and in whatever station; 

Or if from its snares I may not be exempted, 

Oh keep me from falling whene’er | am tempted. 
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